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IN THE CLAIMS 



1-18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Currently Amended) A method on ah information processing system for 
automatically purchasing products without user interaction, the method comprising: 

util i zinq receivinq. via a user dialog , information necessary to register at a plurality 
of auction sites in order t o obtain access to at least two of the plurality of auction sites 
wherein each of the at least two auction sites has a separate auction database and a 
separate user interface thereto a usor i dentificat i on and/or p a ssword ; 

ut ili z i nq receivinq. via a the user dialog, to e nt e r a t least one product purchase 
reques t for at least one of a product and a service ; 

communicating with a t least one of the plurality of f irst and/or noxt auction sites 
using the information necessary to access each auction database through the 
corresponding separate user Interface ; 

determining if eatethejDroduct purchas e r e quest is available through the at least 
one of the plurality of auction sites , and if not, - proc e eding to tho commun i cat i ng st o pj n 
response to the product being available and until at least one of a (i) bid is accepted 
and (ii) time has expired for each of the at least one of the plurality of auction sites, 
performing the following: 

determining if a current bid from sai4the auction site is below a ttmit 

maximum KmjLpermitted, and I f not, proc ee d i ng to th e communicat i ng stop in 

response to the current bid being below performing the following without further 

user interaction : 



auction site; 

determining if said the new bid has been accepted and if so,j n 
response to the new bid being accepted, canceling outstanding bids at 
other auction sites of the plurality of auction sites where the at least one of 
the product and service is available; and 



placing a new bid for saidthe product 




-with eaidthe 
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torm i nat e d and if so, proc ee ding to th e communicating st e p; 

determining if time is runn i ng ou t has expired for on any current 
outstand i ng new bids for a given auction site of the plurality of action sites 
and tf-ee nn response to the time expiring , canceling a ll h i gh - cost any 
outstanding bid s for the given auction site and r e turning to th e d e t e rm i n i ng 
i f s ai d b i d has b ee n aoc e ptod; and 

if t i m e i 6 not runn i ng out on any curr e nt outstand i ng b i ds, r e turning 
to tho commun i cat i ng st e p to i nqu i r e i f th e r e are add i t i onal auct i on crtoo i n 
which i t m i ght bo advantageous to p l aco a bid on sa i d product purchaeo 
r e qu e st . 

Claims 20.-24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Currently Amended) An information processing system for automatically 
purchasing products without user interaction, comprising: 

meansa profile configuration tool for util i z i ng receiving. via a user dialog^ 
information necessary to register at a plurality of auction sites in order t o obtain access 
to at least two of the plurality of auction sites wherein each of the at least two auction 
sites has a separate auction database and a separate user interface theretoa -Msef 
i dentificat i on and/or password ; 

means a n item selector for ut ili z i ng receiving. via a the user dialog, to e nt e r a t least 
one product purchase reques t for at least one of a product and a service : 

mean san auction command interface f or communicating with a t least one of the 
plurality of f irst and/or noxt auction site s using the information necessary to access 
each auction database through the corresponding separate user interface : 

mean san auction result definition and verification unit for determining if saidthe 
product purchaeo roquoot is available through the at least one of the plurality of auction 
sites , and i f not, procooding to tho moans for commun i cating in response to the product 
being available and until at least one of a (i) bid is accepted and (10 time has expired for 
each of the at least one of the plurality of auction sites, performing the following: 
meansan auction bid controller for determining if a current bid from 
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saidthe auction site is below a Hmit-maximum limit p ermitted, and i f not y 
proceod i ng to th e moans for communicating in response to the current bid being 
below performing the foltowing without further user interaction : 

m ea n s for placing a new bid for saidthe product purchase request 
with saidthe auction site; 

m e ans for determining if sai dthe new bid has been accepted and if 
se rin response to the new bid being accepted, canceling outstanding bids 
at other auction site s of the plurality of auction sites where the at least one 
of the product and service is available: and 

i f sai d bid has not be e n acc e pt e d, m o ans for dotormin i ng i f bidding 
has boon terminated, and i f so, procood i ng to tho m e ans for 
communicat i ng; 

means for determining if time is running ou t has expired for on any 
current outstandin g new bids for a given auction site of the plurality of 
action sites and tf-se rin response to the time expiring , canceling a ll h i gh - 
eest- anv outstanding bid s for the given auction sit e and return i ng to tho 
d e term i ning if said bid has b e en acooptod; and 

i f tim e i s not runn i ng out on any curr e nt outstanding bids, m e ans for 
rotuming to tho m e ans for communioating to i nquir e i f thoro aro add i tional 
auction sites i n whioh it m i ght b e advantageous to p l aco a b i d on said 
product purchase roquoot . 

Claims 26. - 30. (Cancelled) 

31 . (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium comprising programming 
instructions on an information processing system f or automatically purchasing products 
without user interaction, the programming instructions including: 

utifetag receiving via a user dialog , information necessary to register at a plurality 
of auction sites in order to obtain access to at least two of the plurality of auction sites 
wherein each of the at least two auction sites has a separate auction database and a 
separate user interface thereto a u se r i d e nt i fi ca t i on and/or password ; 
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util i zing receiving. via at he user dialog, to entor a t least one product purchase 
reques t for at least one of a product and a service ; 

communicating with a t least one of the plurality of fi rst a nd/or n e xt auction sites 
using the information necessary to access each auction database through the 
corresponding separate user interface ; 

determining if sai dthe product purchaso roquost is available through the at least 
one of the plurality of auction sites , and if not, procood i ng to tho communicating st o pj n 
response to the product being available and until at least one of a (i) bid is accepted 
and fli) time has expired for each of the at least one of the plurality of auction sites, 
performing the following: ' 

determining if a current bid from satethe auction site is below a limit 

maximum limit permitted, and if not, proc ee ding to tho communicating stopj n 

response to the current bid being below performing the following without further 

user interaction : 



auction site; 

determining if sai dthe new bid has been accepted and i f -s O;] n 
response to the new bid being accepted, canceling outstanding bids at 
other auction site s of the plurality of auction sites where the at least one of 
the product and service is available; and 

i f sa i d bid has not boon accoptod, d e term i ning i f bidding has boon 
t e rm i nat e d and i f so, prooooding to tho commun i cating s t e p; 

determining if time is running ou t has expired for on any e urr e nt 
outstanding new bide for a given auction site of the plurality of action sites 
and tf^ei in response to the time expiring , canceling a l l - h i gh - cost any 
outstanding bid e for the given auction site ond returning to tho determining 
i f said bid has boon acc e pted; and 

i f tim e i s not running out on any curront outstand i ng bids, r e turn i ng 
to th e commun i cat i ng stop to i nqu i re if - th e r e ar e add i t i ona l auotion s i tos in 
wh i ch it might b e advantagoouc to ploco a bid on caid product purcha se 
requost . 



placing a new bid for saidthe product 




■with eaidthe 
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32. (New) The method of claim 1 9, wherein the information 'necessary to register at a 
plurality of auction sites is stored in an auction profile database. 

33. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the information necessary to register at a 
plurality of auction sites includes protocol necessary to access each of the plurality of 
auction databases for performing a search in response to a purchase request. 

34. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the information necessary to register at a 
plurality of auction sites includes protocol necessary to access each of the plurality of 
auction databases for placing a bid in response to a purchase request. 

35. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the information necessary to register at a 
plurality of auction sites includes protocol necessary to access each of the plurality of 
auction databases for canceling a bid. 

36. (New) The method of claim 33, wherein the protocol necessary to access each of 
the plurality of auction databases is based on Extended Markup Language (XML). 

37. (New) The method of claim 34, wherein the protocol necessary to access each of 
the plurality of auction databases is based on Extended Markup Language (XML). 

38. (New) The method of claim 35, wherein the protocol necessary to access each of 
the plurality of auction databases is based on Extended Markup Language (XML). 

39. (New) The method of claim 19, wherein at least one of the plurality of auction sites 
is an Internet-based web auction site. 

40. (New) The system of cfaim 25, further comprising: 

an auction profile database for storing the information necessary to register at a 
plurality of auction sites. 
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41. (New) The system of claim 40, wherein the information necessary to register at a 
plurality of auction sites includes protocol necessary to access each of the plurality of 
auction databases for performing a search in response to a purchase request. 

42. (New) The system of claim 40, wherein the information necessary to register at a 
plurality of auction sites includes protocol necessary to access each of the plurality of 
auction databases for placing a bid in response to a purchase request, 

43. (New) The system of claim 40, wherein the information necessary to register at a 
plurality of auction sites includes protocol necessary to access each of the plurality of 
auction databases for canceling a bid. 

44. (New) The system of claim 41 , wherein the protocol necessary to access each of 
the plurality of auction databases is based on Extended Markup Language (XML). 

45. (New) The system of claim 42, wherein the protocol necessary to access each of 
the plurality of auction databases is based on Extended Markup Language (XML). 

46. (New) The system of claim 43, wherein the protocol necessary to access each of 
the plurality of auction databases is based on Extended Markup Language (XML). 

47. (New) The system of claim 25, wherein at least one of the plurality of auction sites 
is an Internet-based web auction site. 
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